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hear said, "because of the general favor of Pompey. But of the Span-
ish war and the conquest of Sertorius, no one, even in jest, could have
ascribed the honor to any one else. Nevertheless, all this high respect
for him, and this desire to see him come home, were not unmixed
with apprehensions and suspicions that he might perhaps not dis-
band his army, but take his way by force of arms and a supreme com-
mand to the seat of Sylla. And so in the number of all those that
ran out to meet him and congratulate his return, as many went out
of fear as affection. But after Pompey had removed this alarm, by
declaring beforehand that he would discharge the army after his
triumph, those that envied him could now only complain that he
affected popularity, courting the common people more than the
nobility, and that whereas Sylla had abolished the tribuneship of the
people, he ^designed to gratify the people by restoring that office,
which was indeed the fact. For there was not any one thing that the
people of Rome were more wildly eager for, or more passionately
desired, than the restoration of that office, insomuch that Pompey
thought himself extremely fortunate in this opportunity, despairing-
(if he were anticipated by some one else in this) of ever meeting with
any other sufficient means of expressing his gratitude for the favors
which he had received from the people.
Though a second triumph was decreed him, and he was declared
consul, yet all these honors did not seem so great an evidence of his
power and glory as the ascendant which he had over Crassus; for
he, the wealthiest among all the statesmen of his time, and the most
eloquent and1 greatest too, who had looked down on Pompey himself
and on all others beneath him, durst not appear a candidate for the
consulship before he had applied to Pompey. The request was made
accordingly, and was eagerly embraced by Pompey, who had long
sought an occasion to oblige him in some friendly office; so that he
solicited for Crassus, and entreated the people heartily, declaring that
their favor would be no less to him in choosing Crassus his colleague,
than in making himself consul. Yet for all this, when they were
created consuls, they were always at variance, and opposing one an-
other. Crassus prevailed most in the senate, and Pompey's power was
no less with the people, he having restored to them the office of tribune,
and having allowed the courts of judicature to be transferred back
to the knights by a new law. He himself in person, too, afforded
them a most grateful spectacle, when he appeared and craved his dis-
charge from the military service. For it is an ancient custom among
the Romans that the knights, when they had served out their legal
time in the wars, should lead their horses into the market-place be-
fore the two officers, called censors, and having given an account of
the commanders and generals under whom they served, as also of
the places and actions of their service, should be discharged, every